Wednesday
Notes
May 25, 2022

Dear OLM Community,
This is a very odd evening to be writing, as we are looking forward to Grandparents Day
here tomorrow amid the excitement of field trips, athletic events, and artistic
performances that have brought the life of our school back to full bloom this spring, since
we are doing all of this at the same time that our brothers and sisters in Texas are
mourning the loss of their children.
From one perspective, this strange juxtaposition can give us a sense of gratitude for the
many gifts that we have been given. It can also inspire us to offer prayer for the souls that
were lost and for the loved ones they have left behind; our faith assures us that those
prayers will not be in vain. I know for my part that I have felt compelled to pray just to try
to make some sense of yesterday's events and to ask for God's guidance in moving
forward well.
To that end, please know of our continued commitment here at OLM School to keeping
our children safe. We have recently invested in new security cameras and new locks for
classroom doors to enhance our existing security protocols, and we continue to enjoy an
excellent relationship with the East Greenwich Police Department, who have been
exemplary in their response whenever we have had cause to contact them.
We can also offer prayer for children and young people everywhere who face so many
obstacles to their happiness, and we will continue to do everything that we can to make
our school a place where students grow in mind, body, and spirit, and where they are
surrounded by caring adults who communicate through their words and actions that each
and every person that walks through our doors is a beloved child of God whose life carries
infinite value.
And perhaps we can pray that a spirit of love and hope would take hold in those places
and in those hearts where it has faded. In a world where God is often forgotten, we will
always strive to make OLM School a place where faith, hope, and love prevail, and where
the joy of children makes the presence of God unmistakable. Thank you for your
continued partnership in that effort. May God bless us all, and may He give us the

wisdom, the courage, and the love that we need to lead our children through these
difficult times.

The Week Ahead
Thursday, May 26 Ascension Thursday/Grandparents Day 9:00 am Mass;
Formal Uniforms
Thursday, May 26 Band Practice 2:30-3:15 pm
Thursday, May 26 Beloved Meeting 2:30-3:30 pm
Thursday, May 26 Choir Practice 3:30-4:30 pm
Friday, May 27 Last Day for the Stock the Pantry Food Drive
Friday, May 27 Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm
Monday, May 30 Memorial Day: No School
Tuesday, May 31 Eighth Grade Retreat

Grandparents' Day!

Spiritual Life
BELOVED
The next meeting of Beloved, our
ministry for middle school girls, is
tomorrow, May 26 from 2:30-3:30
pm. All young ladies in Grades 6-8
are welcome to attend!

YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth Ministry returns this Friday,
May 27 with a reflection on prayer
and a trivia night! All students in
Grades 6-8 are welcome to attend!

PTG News
Be sure to save yourself time and
stress by ordering your SchoolKidz
Kit for the first day of school.
Order information and deadline
details are provided in the PTG
Newsletter. Have a wonderful
holiday weekend!

Click Here for PTG Newsletter
Thank You, Mr. Tremblay!
After a year of leading the music, band, and choir programs
at OLM, Mr. Tremblay will be moving with his family to
pursue very exciting new opportunities for his recording and
performing career in Nashville, TN. While we are sad to see
him go after the great work he has done with our students
this year, we wish him and his family the very best in the
years to come. One day, we'll all be able to say that we knew
him before he was famous!

2022-2023 School Calendar
Please click on the link below for a copy of our
2022-2023 School Calendar!
2022-2023 School Calendar
COVID...Apparently It's Still Here...

Do you have questions about current COVID-related school policies?
Then please read this carefully!
With the COVID-19 pandemic moving toward an endemic, and with the Rhode Island
Department of Health relaxing restrictions related to COVID-19, we have been able to
make more adjustments to our practices. We have moved many aspects of our school
day back to "normal," and while we hope that we will continue to move in this
direction, please bear in mind that all of our practices are subject to change based on
the needs of our school community. With that in mind, here are a few highlights that
are important for families to know:
•

Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 must still isolate for ten days
and return on Day 11.
• They MAY return to the school building between Days 6 and 10 IF
they are completely free of COVID-19 symptoms AND test negative
for COVID-19 (COVID-19 tests will be available at school for students
wishing to test for re-entry) AND wear a well-fitting mask through
Day 10.

•

Household contacts of people positive for COVID-19 must quarantine for
five days from their last contact with the positive individual. They may
return on Day 6 from their last contact IF they are asymptomatic.

•

Household contacts are the only close contacts now required to
quarantine. We are no longer conducting contact tracing of COVID-19
cases in the school building.

•

In the event of a positive COVID case in the school building, we will notify
the families in the affected class, but testing or quarantine will not be
required of anyone.

•

Students must continue to stay home and contact Mrs. Fleury for
directions for return if they have any of the following symptoms:
• Fever of 100.4 degrees or higher
•
•

•
•
•
•

Must allow 24 hours after resolution of symptoms to return to school building

Vomiting or Diarrhea
Must allow 24 hours after resolution of symptoms to return to school building

New Cough
New Loss of Taste or Smell
Shortness of Breath or Difficulty Breathing

Students with more minor symptoms are free to attend school. Please however, note
that Mrs. Fleury always has the authority as the medical professional on our staff to
determine that a child should not be in class for medical reasons.
•

With contact tracing no longer in effect, we are loosening restrictions in
regard to visitors and volunteers in the building. Teachers may now
welcome parent volunteers under the following circumstances:
• Volunteers have an up-to-date BCI and Safe Environment Training
(please check with Mrs. Buonaccorsi if you are not sure of your
status).
• Volunteers are free of the symptoms noted above.
• Volunteers are serving the needs of our students under the
leadership of our teachers.

•

With the pandemic shifting to an endemic state, we are shifting our
decision-making calculus in classrooms to more heavily weight our
students' educational needs, as opposed to their safety needs. You may
notice more flexible seating arrangements in classrooms and less social
distancing around the school building. You may also see greater levels of
partner work and group work in classrooms.

•

We will continue to prioritize ventilation, air filtration, and hand hygiene at
all times in order to help manage our transition to an endemic and
continue to promote our students', teachers' and families' health.

Wednesday Envelope
Nothing This Week!

Upcoming Dates
Thursday, May 26 Ascension Thursday/Grandparents Day 9:00 am Mass; Formal Uniforms
Friday, May 27 Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm
Monday, May 30 No School: Memorial Day
Tuesday, May 31 Eighth Grade Retreat
Friday, June 3 First Friday Mass 9:00 am; Formal Uniforms
Friday, June 3 Eighth Grade Dance 6:00-8:00 pm
Sunday, June 5 Class of 2022 Graduation Mass & Brunch 10:30 am
Monday, June 6 School Confessions 12:45 pm
Monday, June 6 Class of 2022 Graduation 6:00 pm
Monday, June 13 Field Day!
Thursday, June 16 Pre-K End-of-Year Celebration 9:00 am
Thursday, June 16 Kindergarten End-of-Year Celebration 10:30 am
Friday, June 17 Half Day: Last Day of School

Our Lady of Mercy, Pray for Us.

