Back to School
Blast
2022-2023 Academic Year
Dear OLM Families,
Welcome to the 2022-2023 School Year! What a joy it is to be able to type those words as we
enter into a year that will allow us to focus on what we are really here to do: help our kids as
they strive to be saints and scholars. This year, we have more reasons for hope and optimism
than we have had in some time: the difficulties of the COVID-19 pandemic are largely behind
us, and we are welcoming to our school sixty-six new students from over forty new families,
bringing our current enrollment to 246 students, an increase of 26 students from one year
ago. This represents the first enrollment increase our school has enjoyed since 2014, and our
largest one-year increase since 2002!
This is fantastic news for our community, and it is a call to even greater action. We know that
families are not seeking out our school because we have followed the latest trends or because
we have a shiny new gimmick to sell. They are seeking out our school because they want
something deeper and more enduring for their children, something that our teachers have
been offering, our students have been pursuing, and our parents have been supporting, right
through every difficulty that the past three school years have put in our path.
Now we have the chance to pursue those higher goods with more energy and with fewer
restraints than we have in years. Thanks be to God! This year, let's double down on what got
us here. Let's double down on community, on teamwork, and on trust in our God and one
another. Let's keep seeking ways to support each other, to help our kids, and to grow
ourselves into the saints and scholars that each of us is still striving to be. We are building
something special, and only God knows how much good we can do together. But it is sure
going to be a lot of fun to find out!
As you read the rest of this email, you will see all sorts of useful information to help us start
our year off right. If anything is not clear after you have gotten a chance to read it thoroughly,
please feel free to reach out by phone or email with specific questions. We are looking
forward to seeing our new families this Sunday at our New Family Welcome Mass & Breakfast
(returning families are welcome to attend too!), and we cannot wait to see all of our kids back
together next Wednesday, August 31. So welcome back, everyone, to our best school year
yet!
For Christ and Our Kids,
Mr. Patrick H. McNabb
Principal

Rounding Out Our Team
We have been blessed with many new members of our team this summer! Please read on
to meet the final three additions to our outstanding faculty.
Mr. Jeremy Long
Middle School Theology
Mr. Jeremy Long comes to Our Lady of Mercy
School from New London, Connecticut. His
education includes a Bachelor of Arts degree with
a double major in Philosophy and English, and a
Master of Arts degree in Systematic Philosophy;
both of which were awarded summa cum laude by
Holy Apostles College and Seminary. He is
currently pursuing an additional Master of Arts
degree in Theology with a concentration in
Bioethics. He and his wife Heather are
parishioners of Saint Joseph’s Parish in New
London, and enjoy reading and spending time with
their family and two dogs, Winston and Auden.

Mrs. Shirley Medici
Music
Mrs. Shirley Medici has over 35 years experience
dedicated to teaching music in all grades PreK12. She began her career in Catholic Schools,
spent 32 years in Providence Public Schools and
now is very happy to be sharing her expertise here
at Our Lady of Mercy School. Mrs. Medici has
written music curricula for all levels from PreK
through Grade 12 and has developed and
implemented All City Choruses, Select Choirs and
in 2019-2020 was Our Lady of Mercy’s Children’s
Choir Director. Mrs Medici is a graduate of Rhode
Island College with a Bachelor of Music in Piano
Performance and holds a Master of Music, Summa
Cum Laude, from The University of Rhode Island
again in Piano. Mrs. Medici has been a parishioner
of Our Lady of Mercy Church since 2015. She
enjoys her time cooking for her family and
gardening.

Mrs. Monica McMahon
Technology
Mrs. Monica McMahon grew up in Connecticut and then
Minnesota. She and her family recently moved to Rhode
Island after living in Sonoma County, California for 20
years. She graduated from the College of the Holy Cross
with a BA in English and received a Master’s in
Elementary in Education from Lesley University. With
various instructional experiences, including lead 3rd and
5th grade teacher and special education provider, she has
found her passion in teaching technology. She enjoys
integrating computers into the educational curriculum
and introducing students to the exciting world of coding,
robotics, and 3D printing. Beyond the classroom she
enjoys spending time with her husband and three
children, reading, exploring East coast beaches and
spending time volunteering with Girl Scouts.

Middle School Schedules & Class Placements
Class placements are live! To see schedules and homeroom placements for Grades 6-8 and math
placements for Grades 7-8, simply follow the following steps:
•
•
•

Log in to the FACTS Family Portal.
Select "Student" on the left side of the screen.
Select "Schedule."

You will then see your child's schedule, with the homeroom placement at the top of the screen and
the math placement (G-1 or G-2) indicated on the schedule.

Extended Day Registration
Our Extended Day Program is available to all families. If you will require Extended Day care for you
child- either before or after school- please print, complete, and submit the form linked below, along
with a $25 deposit.
Please note that completion and submission of the form below, accompanied by a $25 deposit, is all
that is required to register for our Extended Day Program. There will not be any sign-ups this year
occurring on a monthly or trimesterly basis.
Please also note that a fully completed form and deposit MUST be completed before students may
participate in the Extended Day program.

Click Here for Extended Day Registration Form

Order Your PTG Directory!
We are running head-long into the 21st Century! When you log in to your FACTS Family
Portal, you will notice that you can now access our family directory online through the
Portal!
But we also like our traditions, so we are not getting rid of the trusted paper Directories. If
you would like to order one or more PTG Directories for the coming year, please click the
button below and complete the form! Payment will be deducted through FACTS.
Please note that the information that will appear in the Directory for YOUR family is
whatever you both entered into FACTS at the time of enrollment and consented to display.
Please take a moment to check that the information you have entered is correct by
following these steps:
Go to factsmgt.com. The District code is OLM-RI. Please use the user login and password for your FACTS
account. From the "School" dropdown menu select "Web Forms", then click on "Family Demographic
Form", then select the form(s) you wish to update:
· Student Demographic Form
· Student Medical Form
· Custodial Parent Form (update contact information and preferences for Directory blocks/Parent Alert
options)
· Emergency Contacts
· Transportation Form
· Add Grandparents
Please call our office with any questions and thanks for joining us in the 21st Century!

Click Here to Order a Paper Copy of the PTG Directory

Middle School Walk/Bike Home
Any parents of students in Grades 6-8 who would like to give their children permission to
walk or bike home from school should print and complete the form linked below. Students
who do not have a completed form on file in the school office will not be permitted to
walk or bike home without a parent or guardian. This privilege is only open to students in
Grades 6-8.

Middle School Walk/Bike Home Form

2022-2023 Student & Family Handbook
Our updated 2022-2023 Student & Family Handbook is now available on our school
website. Please click here to access it.
After you have had the opportunity to familiarize yourself with the updated Handbook,
please click the link below to open the Handbook Acknowledgement & Agreement Form.
This must be printed and signed by all students in Grades 5 and above and by all parents,
regardless of grade level. It should be submitted in paper copy to the school office in the
first week of school.

Handbook Acknowledgement & Agreement Form
COVID-19 Information

To open the 2022-2023 school year, the following policies will be in place regarding COVID19:
•

Any student or staff member who tests positive for COVID-19 must isolate for at least
five days from the date of symptom onset or the positive COVID-19 test, whichever
occurred first.

•

The individual may return on Day Six if his or her symptoms are improving, and then
must wear a well-fitting mask from Days Six through Ten.

Please note changes to our policies from the Spring of 2022:
•

Household contacts of positive cases- both vaccinated and unvaccinated- are no
longer required to quarantine.

•

Remote learning via Zoom will no longer be made available to students who are at
home for COVID-related reasons. Students who are absent for medical reasons will
receive assignments in a manner consistent with our standard practice for all
absences.

These policies remain subject to change based on guidance from public health authorities
or the specific needs of our school community. Any further changes will be communicated
promptly.

Textbooks? Busses? Summer Work??!!
Need to check on all that back-to-school stuff?
It's all on the Preparing for Next Year page on our website!

Arrival Diagram
It can be confusing if you haven't done it before, so here is a bird's eye view to
help our new folks know what to do on the first day!

Preparing to Volunteer

Are you interested in volunteering at OLM School during the 2022-2023
school year? If so, now is the time to prepare! Because we take the moral and
physical safety of our students very seriously, there are steps that all
volunteers must take before beginning:
BCI and Safe Environment Training paperwork must be processed in order to
allow parents/grandparents to volunteer at OLM on field trips, in classrooms,
etc.
Here are the steps that all prospective volunteers must complete:
•
•

•

OLM Volunteer Application - complete this form.
BCI application - complete this form - which must be notarized by a
Notary Public. Attach a copy of the FRONT and BACK of your driver’s
license. The school pays the $5.00 processing fee.
Safe Environment Training - complete this form once you have
reviewed the following links:
• Safe Environment Training Link
• Safe Environment Code of Ethical Conduct Link
• Safe Environment Extract Link

Please send/bring all these forms/documents to the front office once you
have completed them so we can submit them for processing. Please note the
process can take a few weeks, so the time to act is now!

Thank you for working with us to ensure the safety and
well-being of all students at OLM School.

2022-2023 School Calendar

Click Here for 2022-2023 School Calendar

Supporting Our Saints and Scholars
To open the year, there are two ways that you can help support our growing saints and
scholars: our annual Saints and Scholars Open Golf Tournament, and our See You in
September Raffle!
See below for the details, and please reach out if you can help with either! We are always
looking for an extra pair of hands to help our kids!

Keep the Uniforms Coming!
We got a great response today to our request for donations to our Uniform Swap! Thank
you to everyone who stopped by! Let's keep them coming! We have two more
opportunities to donate before we host a pickup on August 29 from 5:00-7:00 pm. Thank
you for helping our kids start their year off right!

Upcoming Dates
Tuesday, August 23 Uniform Swap Drop-Off at Front Office 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Wednesday, August 24 Uniform Swap Drop-Off 6:00-7:30 pm
Sunday, August 28 New Family Mass & Breakfast 10:30 am
Monday, August 29 Uniform Swap Pick-Up 5:00-7:00 pm
Monday, August 29 Pre-K & Kindergarten Meet & Greet 6:00 pm
Tuesday, August 30 Sixth Grade Orientation 8:00-9:00 am
Wednesday, August 31 First Day of School!
Friday, September 2 Opening School Mass 9:00 am (Formal Uniforms)
Monday, September 5 NO SCHOOL: Labor Day
Wednesday, September 14 Lifetouch Picture Day (Formal Uniforms)
Wednesday, September 14 Back to School Night (In Person!) 5:30-8:45 pm
Tuesday, September 20 PTG Board Meeting 6:00 pm
Friday, September 23 Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm

Monday, September 26 Saints & Scholars Open
Friday, September 30 Oktoberfest; See You in September Raffle Drawing
Monday, October 3 School Confessions 12:45 pm
Friday, October 7 First Friday Mass 9:00 am (Formal Uniforms)
Monday, October 10 NO SCHOOL: Columbus Day
Friday, October 14 Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm
Tuesday, October 18 PTG Board Meeting 6:00 pm
Thursday, October 20 Colorthon!
Friday, October 21 NO SCHOOL: Parent-Teacher Conferences
Friday, October 28 Trunk or Treat!

God Bless! Go Jags!

