Wednesday
Notes
September 21, 2022

Dear OLM Community,
Thank you to all our parents and
teachers who came together for a
fantastic Back to School Night last
Wednesday!
It's fair to say that "together" was a
theme of the evening. Or, perhaps
even more to the point, it's fair to
say that charity was a theme of the
evening. Charity, that is, in its
classical sense as the virtue of love
of God and love of neighbor. Our
school is and always will be a
ministry of charity.
And it has to be! Last Wednesday,
we also worked through some of
the economics of our school to
help everyone understand the
financial and operational context in
which we work.
That includes the fact that our tuition is less than half of the average of
per-pupil spending for public schools in Rhode Island and less than a
quarter of the prevailing tuition rate for elite private schools.
This leaves us with an annual gap of approximately $400,000 between
our operating expenses and the revenue that we bring in as tuition and
fees.

And that means that every year, we count on charity in the other sense
of the word as well! But it only happens- and our school only
functions- because every person in our community is willing to give a
little bit more- and not just financially! We count on people who can
give their treasure, yes, but also their time, their talent, their prayers,
their good will, and their love.
So, as we look ahead to Feast Week, if you have purchased a foursome
for the Saints and Scholars Open, or sponsored a tee, or taken a
chance on a raffle ticket, or volunteered your time next Monday, thank
you! It matters a great deal.
And if you haven't done any of those things yet, well, this coming week
and this coming year, we need your help! But we're not keeping score.
You know how and when you can make your contribution to our
shared mission. And every single one matters. So please read these
Wednesday Notes carefully to see if there's a contribution that you can
make this week. And if it's not this week, please keep paying attention
to see when your opportunity to help may arise.
And most of all, thank you, sincerely, for investing in our school and in
our students. We at OLM are in a special place at a special time, and
only God knows what we will do together for our kids and for His
Kingdom.
For Christ and Our Kids,
Patrick McNabb
Principal

The Week Ahead
Wednesday, September 21 Cross Country Meet @ Goddard Park 4:30 pm
Friday, September 23 Middle School Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm
Saturday, September 24 Patronal Feast Mass 5:00 pm
Monday, September 26 Saints & Scholars Open @ Quidnessett Country Club
Monday, September 26 Deadline to Order Hard-Copy PTG Directory
Wednesday, September 28 Student Council Elections
Wednesday, September 28 Cross Country Meet @ Goddard Park 4:30 pm
Wednesday, September 28 Holy Hour of Mercy 7:00 pm
Thursday, September 29 Act of Mercy 6:00 pm on the Field
Friday, September 30 Oktoberfest 6:00-9:00 pm

(Including the See You in September Raffle Drawing!)

Supporting Our Saints and Scholars: Feast Week
Saints and Scholars Open
The sponsorships are in place and
the golfers are ready to go, but we
still need help on the day of the
tournament! If you can lend a few
hours of your time next Monday,
please click on the button below
to see where you can lend a hand
at beautiful Quidnessett Country
Club!
Click Here to Volunteer at
the Saints and Scholars Open!

See You in September Raffle
Time is running out to purchase a
ticket for the See You in
September Raffle! The drawing
will take place at Oktoberfest next
Friday, September 30. Tickets will
be on sale through the drawing or
until we sell out- whichever comes
first!
Don't miss your chance to support
our kids AND win up to $10,000 in
prize money!

PTG News
It's big week for the PTG!
Check out the newsletter to
get all the details and see
how you can help!

Click Here for the PTG Newsletter
2022-2023 Student & Family Handbook
Our updated 2022-2023 Student & Family Handbook is now available on our school
website. Please click here to access it.
If you have not yet returned a signed copy of the Handbook Acknowledgement &
Agreement Form, you have received a copy to be signed in your Wednesday Envelope this
week. This form must be signed by all students in Grades 5 and above and must also be
signed by all parents, regardless of grade level.
If you received one in your Wednesday Envelope today, please sign it and return it with
your child tomorrow. Thank you very much.

Handbook Acknowledgement & Agreement Form

Order Your PTG Directory! By Monday!!!!
When you log in to your FACTS Family Portal, you will notice that you can now access our
family directory online through the Portal!
But we also like our traditions, so we are not getting rid of the trusted paper Directories. If
you would like to order one or more PTG Directories for the coming year, please click the
button below and complete the form! And please do it by this coming Monday! Orders will
close after Monday, September 26!
Payment will be deducted through FACTS.
Please note that the information that will appear in the Directory for YOUR family is
whatever you both entered into FACTS at the time of enrollment and consented to
display. Please take a moment to check that the information you have entered is correct
by following these steps:
Go to factsmgt.com. The District code is OLM-RI. Please use the user login and password for your FACTS
account. From the "School" dropdown menu select "Web Forms", then click on "Family Demographic
Form", then select the form(s) you wish to update:
· Student Demographic Form
· Student Medical Form
· Custodial Parent Form (update contact information and preferences for Directory blocks/Parent Alert
options)
· Emergency Contacts
· Transportation Form
· Add Grandparents
Please call our office with any questions and thanks for joining us in the 21st Century!

Click Here to Order a Paper Copy of the PTG Directory

Arrival & Dismissal
Thank you to everyone for your help in making our arrival and dismissal go so
smoothly! Three points to help it stay safe and efficient:
•

Please drive slowly! Little eyes are often not watching for cars. Please drive
slowly on campus- always and everywhere.

•

PK-2 parents, please wait to help your child out of your car until there is a
staff member who is present and attentive to your child. Our staff is trying
to manage the flow of traffic to make it both safe for children and reasonably
quick for parents trying to get to their daily responsibilities. While it is perfectly
fine and expected for parents of young children to help them out of the car, if
that happens without the attention of our staff, there is one less person
watching your child, and you are likely slowing down the pace of the line for
those cars behind you. Thank you very much for your cooperation.

•

Children may not run unsupervised in the parking lot at dismissal. It is a
severe safety hazard. Once you have received your child(ren) from school,
please supervise them carefully and do not permit them to run in the parking
lot. Thank you very much for your cooperation in this important safety matter.

Spiritual Life
Middle School Youth Ministry
The first youth ministry meeting of the
new year is almost here! It will take
place THIS Friday, September 23 from
6:30-9:00 pm. This month's theme is
the Welcome Back Pizza Party. All
students in Grades 6-8 are welcome,
so come out to have fun, make
friends, and build your faith!

Sacramental Preparation
Students in Grade 2 and Grade 8
received paper copies today of a letter
that went home via email last week
regarding sacramental preparation
this school year. Please review them
carefully and reach out to the listed
contacts if you have any questions!

Athletics Update
We might be in the middle of cross country season, but the planning
has already started for basketball! Look out for more information next
Wednesday!

Keep Yourself Up-to-Date!
Have you recently moved?
Gotten a new phone number?
Made a new pick-up arrangement with your neighbor?
If those or anything similar sounds like you, please make sure to update your
information in the FACTS Family Portal.
You don't have to call us! You don't have to email! Just log in, make the
changes, and we will see them. This is how we stay up-to-date on all the family
information we need to keep the school running well, so please help us out and
make the changes when they happen! Thank you!!

COVID-19 Information
To open the 2022-2023 school year, the following policies will be in place regarding COVID19:
•

Any student or staff member who tests positive for COVID-19 must isolate for at least
five days from the date of symptom onset or the positive COVID-19 test, whichever
occurred first.

•

The individual may return on Day Six if his or her symptoms are improving, and then
must wear a well-fitting mask from Days Six through Ten.

Please note changes to our policies from the Spring of 2022:
•

Household contacts of positive cases- both vaccinated and unvaccinated- are no
longer required to quarantine.

•

Remote learning via Zoom will no longer be made available to students who are at
home for COVID-related reasons. Students who are absent for medical reasons will

receive assignments in a manner consistent with our standard practice for all
absences.
•

We will no longer be notifying families of individual COVID-19 cases as they
occur. We will, however, be keeping a regularly updated tracker of COVID-19
cases in our school for those families who find that information helpful in
making necessary health decisions. You can find the tracker here.

These policies remain subject to change based on guidance from public health authorities
or the specific needs of our school community. Any further changes will be communicated
promptly.

Preparing to Volunteer

Are you interested in volunteering at OLM School during the 2022-2023 school year? If so,
now is the time to prepare! Because we take the moral and physical safety of our students
very seriously, there are steps that all volunteers must take before beginning:
BCI and Safe Environment Training paperwork must be processed in order to allow
parents/grandparents to volunteer at OLM on field trips, in classrooms, etc.
Here are the steps that all prospective volunteers must complete:
•
•

•

OLM Volunteer Application - complete this form.
BCI application - complete this form - which must be notarized by a Notary
Public. Attach a copy of the FRONT and BACK of your driver’s license. The school pays
the $5.00 processing fee.
Safe Environment Training - complete this form once you have reviewed the following
links:
• Safe Environment Training Link
• Safe Environment Code of Ethical Conduct Link
• Safe Environment Extract Link

Please send/bring all these forms/documents to the front office once you have completed
them so we can submit them for processing. Please note the process can take a few weeks,
so the time to act is now!

Thank you for working with us to ensure the safety and
well-being of all students at OLM School.

Wednesday Envelope
Handbook Acknowledgment & Agreement Form
(only those families who have not yet submitted one this school year)

Grade 2 Religious Education Letter (Grade 2 Only)
Grade 8 Confirmation Letter (Grade 8 Only)

Upcoming Dates
Friday, September 23 Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm
Monday, September 26 Saints & Scholars Open
Friday, September 30 Oktoberfest 6:00-9:00 pm; See You in September Raffle Drawing
Monday, October 3 School Confessions 12:45 pm
Thursday, October 6 OLM Parish Families Group Rosary & Pizza 5:30 pm
Friday, October 7 First Friday Mass 9:00 am (Formal Uniforms)
Monday, October 10 NO SCHOOL: Columbus Day
Friday, October 14 Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm
Tuesday, October 18 PTG Board Meeting 6:00 pm
Thursday, October 20 Colorthon!
Friday, October 21 NO SCHOOL: Parent-Teacher Conferences
Friday, October 21 Flu Clinic in the Gym 4:00-6:30 pm (Ages 3 +)
Friday, October 28 Trunk or Treat!
Tuesday, November 1 All Saints Day Mass 9:00 am (Formal Uniforms)
Wednesday, November 2 All Souls Day Mass & Procession 9:00 am (Middle School Only;
Formal Uniforms)
Friday, November 4 Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm
Friday, November 11 NO SCHOOL: Veterans Day
Tuesday, November 15 PTG Board Meeting 6:00 pm
November 23-25 Thanksgiving Recess
Friday, December 2 First Friday Mass 9:00 am (Formal Uniforms)
Friday, December 2 OLM Parish Families Group Christmas Caroling 6:30 pm
Tuesday, December 6 St. Nicholas Day!
Thursday, December 8 Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass 9:00 am (Formal
Uniforms)
Friday, December 9 Youth Ministry Meeting 6:30-9:00 pm
Monday, December 12 School Confessions 12:45-2:00 pm
Thursday, December 15 Christmas Pageant 6:00 pm
December 22 HALF DAY 11:30 am dismissal
December 23-January 2 Christmas Vacation
Tuesday, January 3 School Resumes

Thank you for investing in Our Lady of Mercy School.
Every contribution matters.

